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NOTES. 

By the death of Professor Georg von Gizycki, of the University of Ber- 
lin, Germany has lost one of her prominent and influential moralists. 
Twenty years ago the study of ethics, except, perhaps, as a mere 'mo- 
ment ' of a metaphysical system, had apparently lost all interest for the 
German mind. No first-class work on the subject had appeared for years. 
Even in the lecture-room this most important department of philosophy 
was systematically ignored. Indeed, as recently as 1890, there were but 
five or six universities in Germany that offered to their students courses in 
ethics. Professor von Gizycki was one of the first of the present genera- 
tion in his own country to turn his attention to this neglected field. His 
interest in the subject dated from his university career, as is witnessed by 
the title of his doctor-dissertation, published in 1876, Philosophische Con- 
sequenzen der Lamarck-Darwinischen Entwickelungstheorie. This was 
soon followed by Die Philosophic Shaftesbury's, and Die Ethik David 
Hume's in ihrer geschichtlichen Stellung (1878). The two combined 
constitute a fairly complete history of the development of English Utilitarian- 
ism from Hobbes to the close of the eighteenth century. His best-known 
work is the Moralfihilosophie, a second and greatly enlarged edition of a 
short treatise entitled Grundziige der Moral, which in 1883 was awarded 
the prize offered by one of the German scientific societies for the best dis- 
cussion of the fundamental principles of morals. It has been made acces- 
sible to the English reader through the excellent translation of Dr. Stanton 
Coit. His other writings are of comparatively little interest to the American 
student of philosophy. Among them we find a critical presentation of the 
ethical theories of Kant and Schopenhauer, and translations from the 
writings of the lecturers of the English and American Ethical Societies. 
Among his own countrymen he is doubtless most widely known as the 
translator of Bellamy's Looking Backward. This work reveals him as an 
ardent supporter of Socialism, a position to which he found himself gradu- 
ally driven in his later years. 

With Professor von Gizycki, ethics was something far more than a mat- 
ter of mere speculative interest. A man in whom the 'enthusiasm of 
humanity' was an all-absorbing passion, and at the same time one who 
found himself unable to accept in any form the doctrines of the Christian 
Church, he conceived it to be the office of the moralist to supply the people 
with that reasoned theory of life which they had hitherto sought in the- 
ology. Convinced, moreover, that in the writings of the English Utilita- 
rians from Shaftesbury to Sidgwick and Stephen, was to be found the 
answer to all the fundamental ethical problems, he devoted his energies to 
an exposition of their views. Even in his Moralphilosofihie he does not 
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attempt, or pretend to attempt, to go beyond his teachers, and in all but one 
or two points this work is a faithful presentation of the modern ' orthodox ' 
Utilitarianism. 

Among those who were privileged to know Professor von Gizycki per- 
sonally, he was greatly beloved. He possessed exceptional nobility of 
character, breadth of sympathy, and intensity of purpose in his chosen 
work for the world. His recent death, at the early age of forty-two, re- 
moves a unique figure from the German philosophical world. 

Frank Chapman Sharp. 

Dr. J. H. Hyslop, who has for some time had charge of Ethics and 
Logic in Columbia College, has been appointed to the full professorship of 
these subjects. He has published : The Elements of Logic (1892) ; 
Hume's Treatise of Morals : and Selections from the Treatise of the Pas- 
sions, with Introduction (1893) ; The Elements of Ethics (1895). He has 
also contributed to Mind, The Philosophical Review, and other philo- 
sophical and literary magazines. 

Professor E. B. Titchener has just completed a translation of Kulpe's 
Grundriss der Psychologie. It will be published by Messrs. Swan Sonnen- 
schein & Co., and appear in the early autumn. 

In the May number of the Psychological Review, Professor Munsterberg 
refers to a Discussion, by Dr. Herbert Nichols in our March issue, of a 
Study from the Harvard Psychological Laboratory. The Study is entitled 
" The Motor Power of Ideas," and is edited jointly by Professor Miinster- 
berg and Mr. Campbell. Professor Munsterberg describes Dr. Nichols' 
criticism as " a most violent attack on the Harvard Psychological Labor- 
atory," and is much concerned lest it be interpreted as ' an attack specially 
directed against Mr. Campbell.' In justice to Dr. Nichols we think it only 
right to publish the following extract from a communication received from 
Mr. Campbell in reference to the matter : " Without taking sides for or 
against anybody, I can say, for my part, there is not, nor has there been, 
any ill-feeling between Dr. Nichols and myself. The criticism I consider 
to be a sober one, and such as I should expect from one holding different 
views from those expressed in the article criticised." 



